GOD'S  HONOR  MAN’S  ULTIMATE  SUCCESS. 


SER  M  O  N, 

Jtfatjjcfr  on  jSmrirag,  jSrptonkr  27t(r,  1863, 


BY  REV.  MOSES  SMITH, 

PASTOR  OF  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH,  PLAINYILLE,  CONN., 


When  about  to  leave  bis  people  and  enter  tbe  army  of  bis  country. 


- - 

“SEEK  YE  FIRST  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD  AND  HIS  RIGHTEOUSNESS,  AND  ALL 
THESE  THINGS  SHALL  BE  ADDED  UNTO  YOU— Matt.  6 :  33. 

■ - ♦©♦ - 


HEW  HAVEH : 

THOMAS  J.  STAFFORD,  PRINTER,  235  STATE  STREET. 


1863. 


Rev.  Moses  Smith, 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  undersigned,  having  listened  with  deep  interest  to  your 
sermon  preached  on  the  afternoon  of  September  27th,  1863,  and  feeling  that  the  fur¬ 
ther  dissemination  of  the  truth  therein  contained  would  be  productive  of  much 
good,  respectfully  solicit  a  copy  for  publication. 


GEO.  A.  MOODY, 
JOHN  WIARD, 
NORMAN  SMITH, 
E.  N.  LEWIS, 
HIRAM  HILLS, 

L.  H.  CARTER, 
APOLLOS  FENN. 

Plainville,  Conn.,  September  30th,  1863. 


Dr.  Geo.  A.  Moodv,  and  others , 

Dear  Friends, 

I  prepared  and  preached  this  sermon  for  the 
benefit  of  my  people,  the  good  of  my  country,  and  the  honor  of  God.  If  in  your 
opinion  more  good  can  be  accomplished  by  its  publication,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

As  ever,  your  affectionate  Pastor, 

MOSES  SMITH. 

PeainvIlle,  Conn.,  September  3'Otli,  1863. 


DI  S  C  O  U  R  S  E. 


I.  SAMUEL  II,  30. 

“  Them  That  honor  me  I  tvill  honor,  and  they  that  despise  me  shall  be 

LIGHTLY  ESTEEMED.” 

“  God’s  Providence,”  said  Napoleon,  u  favors  those 
that  have  the  heaviest  cannon.”  But  Napoleon  lived 
to  see  that  not  all  cannon  are  made  of  brass  and  steel. 
God  often  places  heavier  ordinance  before  an  army  than 
the  science  of  war  ever  maneuvered,  and  woe  be  to 
that  army,  or  that  general,  that  assays  to  meet  God’s 
artillery. 

There  is  a  vast  amount  of  misconception,  and  hence 
of  infidelity,  concerning  God’s  Providence  in  this  world. 
Some  almost  entirely  ignore  it  in  their  creed,  and  utter¬ 
ly  in  their  plans  and  labors  ;  others  believe  that  God 
takes  care  of  great  events,  while  smaller  ones  follow  in 
some  hap-hazard  way.  Some  believe  that  God  rules 
by  a  cold  iron  law,  from  which  escape  is  impossible,  and 
to  which  submission  is  bare  necessity ;  others,  that  this 
world  is  left  for  the  greater  part  to  its  own  disposal, 
God  ordaining  sunshine  and  rain,  summer  and  winter, 
earthquakes  and  tornadoes,  what  they  term  natural 
events,  but  men  doing  the  rest,  and  that  bad  enough  it 
must  be  confessed. 
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Now  there  is  some  truth  in  each  of  these  notions  re¬ 
specting  providence,  but  very  much  error  in  them  all. 
If  we  could  combine  the  truth  that  each  contains,  and 
add  something  more  from  the  Bible,  we  should  approx¬ 
imate  the  whole  truth. 

First  of  all  then,  settle  it  in  your  minds  that  God 
never  acts  unreasonably.  He  may  go  vastly  beyond 
our  powers  of  understanding  why.  But  He,  who  has 
crowned  reason  king  in  the  rational  soul,  and  made 
every  man,  yes,  and  angel  also,  to  be  self-condemned 
when  he  fails  to  obey  reason’s  voice,  will  not  contradict 
Himself  by  acting  unreasonably. 

Secondly,  lay  aside  also  that  most  unreasonable  idea, 
that  God  has  created  beings,  and  launched  into  exist¬ 
ence  forces  that  are  beyond  His  control ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  God  occasionally  gets  into  a  difficulty  and 
to  rectify  His  government  must  either  work  a  miracle, 
as  He  sometimes  does,  or  let  things  go  at  loose  ends, 
as  seems  often  to  be  true.  God  has  never  created  so  many 
things,  or  so  little  things,  that  he  cannot  and  does  not 
personally  care  for  every  one  and  provide  that  in  every 
possible  contingency  each  shall  conduce  to  the  end  He 
originally  designed. 

And,  thirdly,  accept  this  plain  truth,  that  some 
things  may  be  best  in  one  class  of  circumstances,  that 
would  not  be  best  in  another.  That,  for  instance,  to  a 
sinful  child  discipline,  chastening  might  be  necessary, 
might  be  the  dictate  of  both  love  and  wisdom,  when  a 
perfect,  holy  child  would  require  only  development. 
Hence  in  this  sinful  world  chastening  must  be  a  part  of 
a  loving  Father’s  counsel,  and  if  God  is  a  wise  Father, 
He  will  ordain  and  secure  so  much  of  sorrow  and  trial 
as  will  conduce  to  the  best  good  of  His  creatures. 


Establish  these  three  simple  truths,  neither  of  which 
can  be  denied  without  making  the  Euler  of  the  uni- 
verse  a  being  to  be  despised,  and  you  will  have  what 
survevors  call  a  “  base  line,11  from  which  to  take  bear- 
ings  and  distances  in  that  which  is  to  most  persons  the 
mysterious  wilderness  of  God’s  Providence. 

Begin  then  in  thought  where  God  began  the  work 
of  Providence.  If  anything  exists,  He  made  it  to  exist. 
If  anything  continues  to  exist,  He  causes  that  continu¬ 
ance.  Men  speak  of  the  powers  of  nature,  but  these  are 
the  powers  of  God.  Man  uses  the  forces  of  wind  and 
water  ;  he  harnesses  the  lightning ;  both  mind  and  mat¬ 
ter  are  his  servants  ;  but  in  all  this  he  is,  I  speak  with 
reverence,  he  is  only  letting  God  work  for  him. 

God  loves  to  work  for  his  creatures.  He  does,  wheth¬ 
er  they  know  it  or  not,  whether  they  wish  it  or  not, 
and  He  desires  to  do  a  vast  deal  more  for  them  than 
they  are  williog  to  receive.  He  gives  the  steam  its  ex¬ 
pansive  power,  He  drives  the  engine  of  the  locomotive 
or  of  your  manufactory.  Strength  of  material  in  build¬ 
ing  or  in  machinery  is  but  God’s  constantly  exerted 
power ;  nay,  it  is  God  Himself  you  are  using  from  the 
foundation  stone  to  the  end  of  the  spindle.  If  the 
winds  blow  sweeping  hurricanes,  if  mighty  waves  or 
terrific  lightnings  are  destroying  thousands  of  lives  and 
property,  it  is  but  God  working — God  teaching  lessons 
of  reverence,  obedience,  and  love.  '  If  He  withdraw 
that  power,  the  calm  of  Gennesaret  follows  in  a  mo¬ 
ment.  If  the  engine  explodes,  if  the  cylinder  breaks, 
if  the  ship  parts,  if  life  fails,  this  is  only  God  ceasing  to 
exert  His  power.  Be  it,  that  in  those  cases  men  have 
passed  what  we  call  the  limit  of  safety.  That  limit  is 
one  of  God’s  own  observing.  He  could  as  easily  assign 


6 


and  observe  another.  The  laws  of  nature  are  but  rules 
of  God’s  working.  They  are  uniform,  because  God 
knows  the  best  limit,  and  the  best  need  not  be 
changed. 

But  if  a  good  reason  for  a  change  should  arise,  how 
easily  might  it  be  accomplished !  God  would  but  with¬ 
hold  some  agency,  or  turn  that  agency  in  another  direc¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  done.  A  miracle  is  no  more  wonderful  in 
the  power  requisite,  than  is  any  common  event.  Nor  is 
there  any  more  difficulty  in  prayer  being  answered.  All 
the  efficiency  of  nature  for  good  or  evil  is  God’s  constant¬ 
ly  exerted  power,  and  foreknowing  all  the  requests,  and 
all  the  necessities  of  His  creatures,  He  is  prepared  to 
answer  every  petition  for  the  best  good  of  every  child. 
Nor  can  the  agency  of  wicked  men  and  devils  at  all  in¬ 
terfere  with  this  result.  For  all  the  power  of  moral 
beings  anywhere  is  each  moment  committed  to  them. 
At  whatsoever  instant  God  ceases  to  give  them  this 
power  they  are  silent,  they  are  dead.  True,  they  often 
use  this  power  committed  to  them  as  God  does  not  de¬ 
sire.  But  the  moment  they  begin  to  use  it  in  a  way 
that  will  be  productive  of  only  evil,  or  to  accomplish 
that  which  God  cannot  overrule  to  the  accomplishing 
of  more  good  than  by  withholding  that  power,  it  will 
be  withheld.  For  even  u  the  wrath  of  man  shall  praise 
Him,  and  the  remainder  thereof  will  He  restrain.” 

There  is  then  no  absurdity  in  saying  that  heavier 
guns  can  be  wielded  in  the  prayer  meeting,  in  the 
widow’s  closet,  than  ever  thundered  on  the  battle  field ; 
that  mightier  forces  are  held  by  a  wrestling  Jacob,  than 
were  ever  marshaled  in  fleets  and  armies.  There  is  no 
impiety  in  saying  that  no  disaster,  murder  or  war  ever 
occurred ;  never  a  woe,  or  pain,  or  tear,  on  earth  was  ex- 
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perienced,  but  it  was  in  God’s  wise  plan.  It  came 
through  the  power  He  allowed  to  be  used,  and  which 
He  could  have  withheld ;  it  came  because  He  could 
overrule  it  for  some  positive  good,  even  more  than 
would  have  accrued  by  withholding  the  power  in  order 
to  prevent  the  evil. 

The  truth  lies  in  a  nut  shell.  God  is  the  grand  cen¬ 
ter  of  all  things,  earth  and  hell  not  excepted.  They 
that  honor  Him  find  all  things  working  together  for 
their  good.  They  that  oppose  or  neglect  Him,  array 
against  themselves  all  the  resources  of  Omnipotence; 
and  these  include  not  natural  forces  merely,  but  the 
villainy  of  men,  and  the  malignity  of  devils. 

Passing  events  afford  a  wide  scope  for  the  application 
of  the  text.  We  live  in  a  time  when  history  is  culmina¬ 
ting.  Our  years  are  more  than  antediluvian  centuries. 
No  one  nation  lives  alone.  The  progress  of  one  is  a 
blessing  to  all.  The  sin  of  one  is  known  world  wide. 
If  God  is  honored  in  one,  all  lands  with  heaven  rejoice. 

But  enough  for  us  to  apply  the  text, 

I.  To  our  oion  country. 

The  prominence  of  America  on  the  scroll  of  earth’s 
present  history  renders  the  influence  of  our  country 
doubly  important.  God’s  Providence  in  this  nation  is 
read  in  heathen  as  well  as  Christian  lands.  No  other  coun¬ 
try  has  had  such  a  history  as  ours.  It  was  planted  with 
the  seed  corn  of  God’s  Church.  The  choicest  blessings 
of  heaven  nourished  and  refreshed  it.  No  land  ever 
enjoyed  such  material  prosperity;  no  churches  such  ef¬ 
fusions  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  God  set  up  this  people  u  an 
ensign  for  the  nations.”  Anxious  eyes  from  every  land 
looked  to  behold  the  people  God  delighted  to  honor. 
And  what  did  they  behold  ?  Look  upon  a  magnificent 
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painting ;  a  single  blot  mars  the  whole.  The  prince  of 
artists  may  have  devoted  to  that  canvas  his  choicest 
years.  But  the  folly  of  an  instant  is  most  prominent 
of  all.  Becall  the  lives  of  such  men  as  David  and 
Peter ;  one  foul  misdeed  is  always  first  remembered. 
So  of  our  land.  Other  nations  looked  and  they  cursed 
God.  Slavery  was  a  dark  stain  upon  our  national  es¬ 
cutcheon,  and  jealous  eyes  saw  nothing  more.  It  was 
a  stupendous  wrong.  The  countless  host  of  blood  and 
treasure  expended  by  both  North  and  South  in  this 
mighty  war  have  not  equaled  it.  The  debt  is,  as  yet, 
but  partially  paid.  But  far  greater  than  all  the  bloody, 
cruel  wrong  we  did  to  the  negro,  or  have  done  to  our¬ 
selves,  is  the  wrong  we  should  have  done  to  the  cause 
of  God. 

Just  when  amid  the  wilds  of  Persia  and  on  the  deserts 
of  Arabia,  the  proud  Mussulman  was  turning  scornfully 
from  such  a  land,  and  such  a  God,  his  eye  caught  the 
flashes  from  our  battle  fields.  Call  it  what  we  will,  the 
nations  abroad  understand  it  as  the  contest  of  slavery 
against  God.  God  would  vindicate  His  character.  Not 
for  our  sakes  ;  we  have  been  a  most  wicked  people. 
Avarice  and  corruj)tion,  pride  and  folly,  villainy  in 
every  form  has  run  rampant  in  our  land.  And  never 
more  impiously  than  since  this  war  began.  We  make 
no  boasts  of  the  piety  of  the  North.  I  know  not  but 
our  sins  have  been  as  odious  before  God  as  those  of  the 
South.  This  government  is  not  to  be  saved  because  of 
its  goodness,  but  for  God’s  own  Name’s  sake.  He  al¬ 
lowed  the  flood-gates  of  civil  war  to  be  flung  open.  He 
allowed  the  wealth  and  resources  of  this  country  to  be 
turned  against  itself.  Nay,  He  even  allowed  the  ava¬ 
rice  of  the  North  to  be  pitted  against  the  despotism  of  the 
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South,  that  these  vices  might  both  be  consumed  together. 
My  hopes  for  an  early  peace  are  not  based  upon  our 
large  armies,  our  iioav  somewhat  experienced  generals, 
or  our  apparent  victories.  God  holds  the  reins  of  these 
contending  forces,  and  neither  will  be  ultimately  success¬ 
ful  until  from  our  victorious  banners,  or  our  humiliated 
government,  shall  go  forth  the  words  to  every  people, 
u  Them  that  honor  me  I  will  honor,  and  they  that  de¬ 
spise  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed.” 

To  my  own  mind  the  prospect  is  however  most  cheer¬ 
ing.  Our  defeats  upon  the  battle  fields  have  been  great 
moral  victories.  Our  people  have  learned  that  without 
God  they  cannot  prosper.  Our  generals  have  learned 
that  there  is  u  a  God  of  battles,”  that  there  is  u  a  Sab¬ 
bath  in  Avar.”  Our  Administration  has  learned,  in  the 
memorable  words  of  a  distinguished  cabinet  officer,* — 
and  who  ever  expected  to  hear  such  language  from  a 
Secretary  in  Washington  ? — u  One  poor  man,  colored 

THOUGH  HE  BE,  WITH  GoD  ON-  HIS  SIDE,  IS  STRONGER,  IF 
AGAINST  US,  THAN  THE  HOSTS  OF  THE  REBELLION.”  Nay, 

more  than  all  this.  The  rebellion  itself  has  repudiated  the 
doctrines  of  its  own  vaunted  declaration.  It  called  God 
to  witness  that  its  supporters  were  depending  on  Him  for 
assistance  to  perpetuate  the  enslavement  of  His  children. 
He  was  witness.  And  He  has  allowed  them  to  repeat 
the  declaration  until  the  world  should  known  it.  And 
now  the  world  beholds  that  God  detests  the  whole  in¬ 
stitution,  and  forces  eA^en  its  boasted  champions  to  be¬ 
gin  in  good  earnest  the  Avork  of  its  destruction.  That 
Avas  a  day  presaging  peace  to  our  afflicted  land ;  a  day 
noted  in  heaven,  if  not  on  earth,  when  the  representa- 


*  Secretary  Chase. 
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tives  of  thirteen  Slave  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
declared  that  five  hundred  thousand  slaves  should  be 
armed  as  men  and  allowed  to  fight  for  their  indepen¬ 
dence. 

I  love  to  hope  for  peace.  I  pray  for  peace.  But  my 
Bible  tells  me,  “there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.” 
Wicked  nations,  like  wicked  men,  are  never  at  peace. 
We  as  a  nation  have  never  been  at  peace.  The  fires  of 
opposing  elements  have  been  constantly  burning  from 
the  day  our  fathers  allowed  the  demon  of  Slavery  a 
place  in  a  nation  of  free  men.  We  have  sought  to  con¬ 
ceal  or  smother  those  fires,  but  it  has  been  in  vain. 
They  have  been  burning  hotter  and  hotter  until  the  ir¬ 
repressible  conflict  has  astonished  the  world.  But  God 
answers  prayer.  u  By  terrible  thiugs  in  righteousness,” 
is  He  answering  now.  North  and  South,  Americans 
and  Europeans,  all  conspire  in  the  petition  that  peace 
may  come  to  our  land.  It  is  coming,  bless  the  Lord. 
Peace  that  shall  honor  God  and  instruct  the  world. 

II.  Another  application  of  the  text  is  found  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  church.  You  may  apply 
it  to  this  individual  church,  or  the  churches  of  ^Christ 
in  our  land.  If  this  church,  now  to  be  for  a  season 
without  a  Pastor,  will  honor  God,  if  it  will  be  faith¬ 
ful  and  active  in  sustaining  the  prayer  meeting 
and  Sabbath  School,  if  it  will  endeavor  to  make  good 
in  personal  labors  the  Pastor’s  absence,  God  will 
honor  it.  The  dews  and  the  showers  of  divine  grace 
will  descend  upon  it,  and  its  numbers  and  its  graces 
will  increase.  But  if  member  stands  coldly  aloof  from 
member,  if  the  venomous  tongue  of  slander  lives  in  the 
church,  if  some  show  that  they  have  cared  more  for  the 
Pastor  than  they  have  for  Christ,  and  now  wander  off 
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like  unstable  souls,  as  tliey  will  show  themselves  to  be — 
will  any  treat  me  so  unkindly  as  to  sneak  away  when 
my  back  is  turned  ? — if  dying  sinners,  at  home  or 
abroad,  be  neglected,  then  will  God  for  His  own  Name’s 
sake  abandon  this  church.  He  will  not  allow  Himself 
to  be  dishonored  by  blessing  such  a  people,  but  will 
show  by  your  leanness  that  He  has  departed  from 
you. 

So  in  our  land.  The  church  has  a  harvest  field 
broader,  and  resources  vaster,  than  were  ever  conceived 
of  before.  Two  years  ago,  the  Home  Missionary  could 
not  cross  Mason  and  Dixon.  God  has  allowed  bayonets 
and  cannon  to  destroy  that  barrier.  Catholic  and  In¬ 
fidel  have  fought  side  by  side  with  the  Christian  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  the  complete  evangelization  of  this  na¬ 
tion.  The  u  highway  ”  is  almost  completed,  and  the  cha¬ 
riot  of  salvation  must  speed  its  course.  The  whole  South 
must  be  supplied  with  the  Bible — the  unmutilated  Bible . 
The  Colporteur  must  hasten  with  his  treasures  of  life. 
The  Preacher  must  gather  the  scattered  sheep,  and 
Churches  and  Sabbath  Schools  must  bless  all  that  land 
of  darkness.  Nor  is  that  all.  Africa  is  there  by  her 
representatives,  and  not  merely  are  those  sable  ones  to 
be  evangelized  and  saved,  but  a  nation  is  to  be  born ;  a 
nation  whose  glorious  destiny  is  to  evangelize  their  na¬ 
tive  continent,  and  it  may  be  to  bear  the  standard  of 
civilization  and  Christianity  to  a  loftier  eminence  than 
Anglo-Saxon  has  ever  attained.  Nor  is  this  work  in  the 
distant  future.  God  is  now  honored  in  the  track  of  our 
armies.  Never  was  so  much  prayer  for  an  army  as  for 
ours.  Never,  notwithstanding  all  the  vile  ungodliness 
of  our  camps,  was  so  much  prayer  in  an  army  as  in  ours. 
Never  an  army  with  so  many  Bibles  and  Christian 
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books.  Even  tlie  rebel  army  has  received  thousands 
of  Bibles  by  grant  from  our  Bible  Society,  and  the  re¬ 
ligious  reading  of  our  own  soldiers  have  reached  multi¬ 
tudes  beyond  our  lines.  Never  were  so  many  Christian 
letters  written  ;  and  does  any  one  who  loves  a  husband, 
a  brother,  or  son,  that  is  on  the  field  of  strife  probably 
never  to  return,  does  any  one  ever  write  a  letter  and 
not  baptize  it  with  tears  and  follow  it  with  prayer  ? 
And  do  you  wonder  that  conversions  are  multiplied  ? 
God  seems  to  have  taken  from  our  communities  a  multi¬ 
tude  whom  no  Christian  effort  ever  reached,  and  placed 
them  where  every  word  from  home  is  a  treasure,  in 
order  that  the  arrows  of  Christian  truth,  winged  by 
words  of  affection,  might  pierce  and  save  their  souls. 
Hence  so  often  when  we  have  wept,  angels  have  rejoiced 
and  God  has  been  glorified.  We  all  feared,  we  could 
but  expect,  judging  from  the  past,  that  when  this  war 
should  cease,  men  would  come  home  bold  blasphemers, 
to  spread  drunkenness  and  vice  in  every  community. 

But  God  is  showing  the  church  that  so  far  from  this 
being  necessarily  so,  if  we  will  honor  Him,  He  will  honor 
us  by  sending  very  many  of  them  home  to  heaven,  as 
we  trust  He  has  some  of  those  we  mourn  as  soldiers 
dead,  or  making  them,  as  we  believe  others  are,  Chris¬ 
tian  soldiers,  to  come  home  renewed  men,  and  serve 
with  us  in  the  ranks  of  the  great  Captain,  Christ  Jesus. 

If  you  will  but  use  the  means  God  has  placed  in  your 
power,  your  homes  need  not  be  darkened  and  your 
hearts  saddened  by  the  return  of  demoralized  men.  If 
they  do  not  come  home  better  men,  then  be  assured  you 
have  not  honored  God.  You  have  despised  Him  and 
shall  reap  the  fruit  of  your  own  doings. 

Time  forbids  that  I  should  speak  of  the  blessed  re- 
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vivals  in  our  regiments  on  tlie  field,  as  well  as  in  our 
hospitals,  and  in  tlie  camps  of  the  freed  men.  But  I 
hasten  to  make, 

III.  A  personal  application  of  the  text.  I  desire 
to  offer  a  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  reasons  why 
I  am  about  to  leave  this  people.  The  relation  be¬ 
tween  a  Pastor  and  his  hock  I  have  ever  regarded’  as  a 
sacred  one.  None  but  the  great  Shepherd  can  give  the 
minister  his  commission  or  assign  him  his  field,  and  no 
other  authority  can  annul  that  commission  or  rightfully 
change  the  field. 

God  sent  me  to  this  people.  He  sent  me  to  feed  this 
flock  of  Christ.  I  have  ever  felt  that  no  other  than 
God  might  lawfully  call  me  away.  I  consulted  not  my 
ease,  my  reputation,  or  my  wealth  in  coming  here.  I 
was  willing  to  be  “  a  living  sacrifice.”*  I  not  even  con¬ 
ferred.  with  my  dearest  earthly  friends.  I  carried  it  all 
to  my  Savior.  I  was  satisfied  of  His  will  and  my  service 
was  yours.  I  desired  to  honor  God.  I  can  truly  say,  in 
that  thing  I  honored  God ,  and  He  has  honored  me  in 
this  work.  How  long  I  was  to  remain  I  knew  not,  I 
cared  not.  I  only  asked  that,  when  the  Master  would 
have  me  leave,  He  would  make  the  path  clear,  and  I 
would  be  ready  to  go.  He  has  answered  my  request. 
He  has  made  it  just  as  clear  that  it  is  my  duty  to  leave 
this  Pastorate,  temporarily,  perhaps  permanently,  as  He 
did  before  to  enter  it,  and  I  follow  that  Divine  guidance 
just  as  readily  now,  as  then. 

If  you  ask  me  for  the  reasons  why  I  feel  so  well  satis¬ 
fied  in  regard  to  the  path  of  duty,  I  can  give  them  only 
in  part,  and  perhaps  they  will  not  seem  valid  to  you. 


*  These  words  were  the  text  of  my  inaugural  Sermon. 
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But  I  can  say  as  before,  I  have  not  consulted  ease,  or 
reputation,  or  wealth,  or  even  friends  very  much.  No 
one  has  ever  given  me  one  inducement,  though  many 
have  dissuaded.  I  have  earnestly  and  repeatedly  laid 
it  before  God.  I  am  ready  to  have  it  come  before  Him 
in  the  final  judgment. 

What  is  to  be  the  result  of  this  step,  I  know  not. 
Where  I  am  to  labor,  I  know  not.  How  long  I  may 
labor,  or  how  soon  fail,  I  know  not.  I  may  say,  I  choose 
not.  Enough  for  me,  God  leads  and  the  result  is  His. 
If  I  honor  Him,  He  will  honor  me.  But  there  are  several 
particulars  in  each  of  which  I  have  desired  to  honor  God. 

First,  in  reference  to  the  draft  itself.  I  believe,  with¬ 
out  hesitation  or  limitation,  that  unless  there  is  willful, 
designed  iniquity,  u  the  whole  disposal  thereof  is  of  the 
Lord.”  I  believe  that  God  designed  to  have  my  name 
on  that  list.  When  the  apostles  “  prayed  and  gave 
forth  their  lots,”  they  had  no  doubt  respecting  the 
meaning  of  the  result.  God  was  to  answer  prayer,  and 
the  case  was  decided.  Just  so  I — I  speak  for  another — 
we  laid  this  whole  matter  before  God  and  asked  Him 
who  knew  all  things  to  determine  whether  He  desired 
me.  And  when  I  was  to  appear  before  the  examining 
Surgeon,  again  we  prayed  that  He  who  “holds  the 
hearts  of  all  men  in  His  hands  ”  would  direct  that  man. 
If  the  decision  had  been  the  reverse,  would  you  not 
have  felt  that  God  had  determined  ?  And  has  He  any 
the  less  now  ?  I  think  not.  I  cannot  answer  for  others ; 
far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn  others  ;  but  for  my  part  I 
could  not  answer  the  question,  which  will  be  put  to  every 
drafted  man  at  the  final  day,  “why  did  you  not  respond 
when  God  called  ?”  Whatever  it  may  have  been  in  the 
case  of  others,  in  my  case  it  was  like  Gideon’s  twice 
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tested  fleece,  eacli  time  repeating  the  word  “  Go.’’  u  And 
what  was  I  that  I  could  withstand  God  ?”  Are  we  not 
always  safe  in  the  path  of  duty  ?  Nay,  are  we  ever 
safe  out  of  that  path  ?  If  there  be  any  one  here  whose 
trembling  soul  has  falsely  evaded,  or  meanly  shrunk 
from  the  path  God  has  opened  for  him,  let  not  such  an 
one  vainly  dream  of  security  at  home.  The  avenger  is 
already  on  his  track.  He  may  die  here  sooner  than  he 
would  have  done  in  the  army.  He  surely  will  be  a 
hundred  fold  more  miserable  than  all  the  privations  of 
camp  life  or  horrors  of  the  battle  field  could  have  made 
him.  When  God  called  Abraham  he  obeijed ,  though 
“  he  went  out  not  knowing  whither  he  went.”  What¬ 
soever  others  may  do,  by  the  grace  of  God  I  will  do 
likewise. 

In  responding  to  this  call  I  also  desired  to  honor  God, 
by  depriving  wicked  men  of  one  opportunity  to  re¬ 
proach  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  I  have  ever  preached,  “ac¬ 
cording  to  the  wisdom  given  unto  me,”  a  Gospel  which 
I  believed,  and  which  I  never  feared  to  test.  Now  it 
does  not  follow,  because  I  admire  the  self-sacrifice  of 
the  missionary,  or  because  I  urge  young  men  of  my 
flock  to  become  missionaries,  that  I  ought  to  become  a 
missionary  in  actual  fact ;  nor,  because  I  have  urged  the 
claims  of  our  country,  and  lauded  the  patriotic  devotion 
of  our  noble  brothers  in  the  field,  that  I  ought  to  be  a 
soldier.  But  there  are  men,  and  women  too,  just  igno¬ 
rant  enough,  just  wicked  enough,  to  fling  the  vile  asper¬ 
sion  on  Christ,  that  His  ministers  will  preach  patriotism 
and  incite  others  to  the  contest,  but  not  a  soul  of  them 
would  ever  himself  venture  on  the  battle  field.  This 
remark  is  at  once  a  slander  to  the  ministry  and  to  Him 
who  bids  them  their  preaching.  In  itself  it  should  never 
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turn  a  Christian  man  one  iota  in  his  path  of  duty. 
But  it  is  a  pleasure  to  find  the  path  of  duty  sometimes 
so  opening,  that  false  imputations  can  be  repelled.  I 
therefore  rejoice  in  being  allowed  to  testify  to  this  peo¬ 
ple,  that  I  have  preached  no  more  than  I  have  stood 
ready  to  practice.  “  For  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in 
word  but  in  power.”  A  power  sufficient  for  every 
emergency,  and  victorious  for  every  trusting  heart. 

It  was  furthermore  that  I  might  honor  God,  that  I 
was  not  willing  to  allow  my  friends  to  commute  for  me. 
I  appreciate  the  kindness  of  those  individuals  who  have 
willingly  offered  to  relieve  me.  I  thank  them  for  their 
generous  proposals,  and,  had  I  consulted  personal  ease 
or  pleasure,  I  should  have  gratefully  accepted  the  favor. 
But  Christ  put  himself  on  a  level  with  the  lowliest  of 
His  people — “  He  was  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  they 
are  ” — and  as  a  minister  of  Christ  I  desire  to  follow  Him- 
I  would  not  avail  myself  of  my  profession  or  my  po¬ 
sition  to  escape  any  trial  which  the  poorest  member  of 
my  church  could  not  escape.  If  my  people  had  paid 
the  three  hundred  dollars  for  me,  and  some  poor  broth¬ 
er,  unable  to  meet  this  liability,  had  been  forced  to  go 
and  then  had  fallen  on  the  field  of  deadly  strife,  with 
what  words  could  I  have  given  comfort  to  his  widow’s 
aching  heart  ?  By  the  grace  of  God  I  can  do  it  now, 
and  no  man  shall  deprive  me  of  this  vantage  ground. 
Whatsoever  place  the  Lord  opens  to  me  I  will  endeavor 
to  fill  it.  No  position  can  be  more  lowly,  more  labo¬ 
rious,  or  more  painful,  than  that  in  which  Jesus  was 
found.  None  can  be  where  God  cannot  be  h  onored,  and 
where  He  cannot  honor  me. 

With  a  like  regard  to  God’s  cause,  have  I  been  un¬ 
willing  to  send  a  substitute  such  as  those  are  who  have 
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usually  been  secured.  To  say  nothing  of  the  utter 
waste  of  money,  and  hazard  to  our  country  by  sending 
such  creatures  in  the  place  of  true  men ;  creatures  who 
will,  if  they  can,  at  any  moment  desert  their  ranks  and 
betray  your  sons  and  brothers  to  a  merciless  foe  ;  it  is 
to  those  older  soldiers  who  have  endured  so  much  in 
our  behalf,  the  unkindest,  wickedest  act,  we  could 
commit.  I  stay  at  home  and  pray  for  the  good  morals 
of  the  army  ?  Pray  for  the  conversion  of  our  young 
men  in  camp  ?  And  at  the  same  time  send  in  my  place, 
to  tent  with  those  boys,  to  mess  with  them,  to  drill  with 
them,  to  be  their  constant  associates,  a  being  whose  very 
presence  I  loathe,  whose  lips  are  vile  with  pollution, 
and  whose  hands  are  stained  with  blood  ?  It  would  be 
open  mockery  and  insult  to  God. 

Has  it  come  to  this,  that  those  who  could  scarcely  be 
tolerated  in  our  village  are  eagerly  sent  to  be  the  con¬ 
stant  companions  of  my  Christian  brethren,  of  your 
husbands  and  sons  ?  Nay,  that  the  very  charter  of  our 
national  and  Christian  privileges  is  to  be  committed  to 
them  ?  Then  if  is  time  that  I  should  go,  and  many  more 
beside  me.  Had  noble  men  responded  in  person  to  this 
draft,  such  men  as  the  country  needs — shame  on  the  nig¬ 
gard  spirit  that  counts  the  vilest  good  enough  for  our 
army — such  men  as  in  this  time  of  her  peril  she  had 
reason  to  expect,  and  a  few  of  whom  she  has  received, 
then  might  I  have  remained  to  serve  my  country  at  this 
post.  But  when  I  saw  what  wretched  creatures  were  to 
fill  the  ranks  where  men  had  fallen,  when  I  saw  so 
many  around  me  dastardly  preferring  to  hazard  their 
country  and  endanger  souls,  rather  than  endure  a  little 
self-denial,  and,  if  need  be,  die  a  noble  death,  how  could 
I  longer  remain  ?  The  blood  of  heroes  slain,  the  per- 
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iled  souls  of  heroes  living  and  the  graves  of  sainted 
sires,  would  cry  out  against  it.  The  very  fact,  that  some 
of  you  have  refused  your  sons,  your  brothers,  and  your 
husbands,  impells  your  Pastor  by  a  stronger  necessity  to 
labor  and  to  suffer  for  that  army  that  will  save  or  ruin 
our  land :  and  not  affect  our  land  merely,  but  bless  or 
curse  mankind. 

And  this  leads  me  to  another  consideration,  in  which 
the  honor  and  the  cause  of  God  are  manifestly  concern¬ 
ed  :  and  with  this  in  view,  notwithstanding  all  the  sad¬ 
ness,  the  hardship,  or  the  pain  I  may  endure — and  you 
may  be  assured  that  this  has  not  been  overlooked — I 
have  even  desired  to  go.  From  the  outset  I  have  re¬ 
garded  this  war  as  fraught  with  glorious  results.  We 
are  fighting  not  for  an  Administration — little  souls  talk 
of  parties,  or  presidents,  or  administrations  now ;  not 
for  the  negro,  though  his  emancipation  is  the  God¬ 
like  work  of  making  four  millions  of  men ;  not  for 
the  restoration  of  our  whole  government,  though  that 
will  make  all  the  tyrants  of  Europe  tremble ;  but  for 
the  ivorld.  This  contest  is  not  between. the  North  and 
the  South  merely,  it  is  between  freedom  and  despotism, 
between  Satan  and  God. 

It  is  the  same  struggle  in  which  bled  and.  died  the 
noble  sons  and  nobler  daughters  of  ’76.  It  is  the  same 
cause  for  which  holy  martyrs  in  all  ages  have  given 
their  lives ;  for  which  apostles  suffered,  and  Jesus  Christ 
was  crucified. 

I  am  ready  to  enter  an  army  in  such  a  service,  and, 
if  need  be,  to  die  there.  Say  not,  my  life  is  too  valuable, 
or  ten  thousand  like  it.  The  result,  if  attained,  will  far 
more  than  compensate  all  the  cost.  Every  great  ad¬ 
vance  of  virtue  and  religion  in  this  world’s  history  has 


19 


been  an  onset  against  Sin  and  Satan,  and  has  been  se¬ 
cured  at  the  expense  of  earth’s  noblest  lives.  It  is  a 
doctrine  of  Satan,  that  life  is  too  valuable  ever  to  be 
surrendered.  The  doctrine  of  Christ  is,  “  I  count  not 
my  life  dear  unto  roe.”  And  with  reason ;  for  in  this 
way,  under  God’s  rule,  the  great  war  of  earth  hastens 
to  its  consummation.  In  that  war  I  enlisted  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  entering  the  army  of  the  United  States  is  the 
farthest  from  being  mustered  out  of  that  service.  It  is 
but  being  transferred  to  another  post.  I  expect  to  honor 
God  there  as  truly  and,  I  trust,  more  extendedly  than 
I  have  done  in  this  Pastorate.  I  am  to  enter  the  ranks ; 
yet  do  not  expect  that  my  principal  work  will  be  done 
in  bearing  the  musket, — although  that  I  will  endeavor 
to  do  faithfully.  Christianity  does  not  teach  men  to  be 
unfaithful.  He  is  not  obeying  Christ  who  engages  to 
fight  for  his  country,  and  then  faithlessly  shirks  in 
the  hour  of  danger  or  falsely  aims  above  his  country’s 
foe.  If  it  is  my  duty  to  enter  the  army,  then  it  is 
my  duty  to  serve,  to  the  best  of  the  ability  God  has 
given  me,  in  the  position  assigned.  Do  not  think  that 
I  shall  fear  to  take  the  deadly  aim  against  those  who, 
it  may  be  ignorantly  and  thus  even  conscientiously,  are 
seeking  to  strike  down  our  God-given  government. 
I  am  in  duly  bound  to  do  it.  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  it. 
And  you  must  not  call  me  a  murderer  either.  I  owe  no 
enmity  against  any  man.  I  feel  no  spirit  of  revenge 
even  against  the  arch-traitors  of  our  land.  “Vengeance 
is  mine,  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord.’’  I  pray  for  them 
all.  I  will  pray  for  the  man  I  may  meet  on  the  battle 
field.  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  a  hair  of  his  head. 
But  if  he  will  attack,  or  is  forced  to  attack,  these  institu¬ 
tions,  this  government  ordained  of  God,  he  must  be  re- 
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pelled ;  repelled,  if  need  be,  with  mortal  shot.  If,  de¬ 
fending  my  country,  I  must  strike  him  down,  it  is  as  I 
would  do  to  the  villain  that  should  be  murderously  as¬ 
saulting  my  family.  I  would  pray  for  his  forgiveness, 
but  defend  my  country  ;  offer  the  prayer  and  send  the 
bullet.  Then,  should  I  fall  myself  on  the  same  field,  I 
would  hope  to  meet  even  my  foes  before  a  common  par¬ 
doning  God. 

But  I  feel  that  the  physical  labor  is  not  the  main 
work  for  me  to  accomplish.  I  have  been  ordained  to 
pre’ach  the  Gospel,  and  to  that  my  life  is  committed.. 
The  place  where,  is  for  God  to  assign.  If  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  that  I  serve  “  in  rank  and  file  ”  to  find  my  hearers, 
then  in  the  ranks  let  me  be.  If  it  is  necessary  for  me 
with  failing  health  to  fall  into  the  hospital  to  find  my  con¬ 
gregation,  then  u  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.”  If  He 
has  any  other  position  for  me,  it  will  be  made  known. 
But  wherever  I  am,  my  great  work  must  be  by  lip  and 
life  to  preach  Christ.  I  enter  the  army  to  honor  God, 
and  living  or  dying  I  shall  be  honored  of  Him.  My 
hearers,  have  you  all  as  good  a  prospect  ? 

One  word  more  and  my  preaching  in  this  pulpit  is, 
for  the  present,  perhaps  forever,  ended.  Is  there  one 
here  to-day,  who  is  not  a  sincere  disciple  of  Christ.  Let 
my  last  word  be  to  him.  Fellow  Immortal,  I  shall  meet 
you  at  the  judgment.  I  shall  be  summoned  to  witness 
against  you,  if  you  are  not  prepared  to  meet  God.  I 
have  told  you,  some  of  you  often,  of  a  Gospel  able  to 
save  you  ;  of  a  God  ready  and  longing  to  honor  you 
with  a  crown  of  glory,  if  you  will  but  honor  Him.  But 
if  you  reject  Llim,  He  will  cast  you  off  forever.  Seek 
Him  then,  I  beseech  of  you  ;  seek  Him  with  all  your 
heart ;  seek  Him  now. 


